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One man's vision for a plantation-style community for homeless 
working families becomes reality with the opening of Kahauiki Village 


DENNIS ODA / DODA@STARADVERTISER.COM 


Families got to see their new homes at Kahauiki Village for the first time Friday, and some of the children 
were so overcome with emotion that they started to cry. Pictured from left are Kanai Saniatan, 3; his mom, 
Nohealani Ching; Faamama Vaesa’u Jr., 7; and Faamama’s sister Shaneeyah, 9. Ching and the Vaesa’u family 
are close because both families used to live in the Family Promise of Hawaii shelter in Kailua. 


By Dan Nakaso 


dnakaso@staradvertiser.com 


usinessman Duane Kurisu’s vision to provide perma- 

nent homes for homeless, working families in a planta- 

tion-style community became reality Friday when the 

first of 30 families moved into the first phase of Kurisu’s 

Kahauiki Village, made out of prefabricated homes that 
once housed victims of Japan’s 2011 tsunami. 

The 11.3-acre “village” sits between Sand Island and Keehi La- 
goon Park on the makai edge of the H-1 freeway viaduct, which 
until four months ago was home to one of Oahu’s most danger- 
ous and entrenched homeless encampments before 
sheriff's deputies cleared out 120 people and dozens 
of dogs. 

Eventually 153 families — or nearly 630 people — 
will live in 153 one- and two-bedroom units at Ka- 
hauiki Village that will rent for $725 and $900 per 
month. An on-site preschool and day care center are 


expected to open in the next few weeks. PHASE 1: 
“It’s going to be amazing,” Kaimbrea Vance, 31, SoA KAHAUIKI VILLAGE 
said before she moved into her one-bedroom unit K Thirty families are moving 
Friday. “It’s going to give my son a fair chance at life.” Project ny into completed housing units 
Before her son, Kainoa, was born 11 months ago, site egz that include 18 two-bedroom 
and before she got sober, Vance had been living “un- a and 12 one-bedroom units. 
der an umbrella over a chair” in the Ala Moana area, A y The project plans to house 
abusing alcohol and marijuana. N | oanu? 153 families in the 11.3-acre lot. 
Please see VILLAGE, A8 a as ERE 
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INSIDE 


Hitting 
his stride 


Brian Harman 
takes the lead after 
the second round 
of the Sony Open 
SPORTS / C1 


Lawmakers push 
for answers on 
State Hospital 
patient’s escape 


LOCAL / B1 


Consumer prices in 
Honolulu rose 2.5% 
last year, driven by 
higher energy costs 


BUSINESS / B3 


Mariota and the 
Titans take on the 
Patriots today. See 
how they match up 


SPORTS / C4 


Isle military 
brass weigh 
N. Korean 
threats 


By William Cole 


wcole@staradvertiser.com 


North Korea, China and 
ISIS were center stage — 
with some differences of 
opinion on coping with Kim 
Jong Un — at the annual 
Chamber of Commerce Ha- 
waii military partnership 
conference Friday at the 
state Capitol. 

Top commanders in Ha- 
waii met with the business 
community to provide an 
update on plans. This year, 
with the state confirmed to 
be in range of newly devel- 
oped North Korean ballistic 
missiles, a diversity of views 
on the threat level and how 
to deal with it emerged in 
one panel discussion on the 
topic. 

“There is a real threat (to 
Hawaii),” said retired Air 
Force Lt. Gen. Dan “Fig” Leaf, 
a former U.S. Pacific Com- 
mand deputy commander. 

Leaf, one of the panelists, 
noted Hawaii’s proximity to 
North Korea. 

“We're closer. Easier,” Leaf 
said, adding that the North’s 
nuclear missiles “are not 
aimed at South Korea, 
not at Japan.” 

“The U.S. is the desig- 
nated recipient — and that’s 
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